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OPEN SPACE PLAN

➤ Towns with approved Plans become eligible for grant 
programs (state funds for open space purchases)

➤ Plans must be updated every 7 years to continue to be 
eligible for grants

➤ Lakeville’s Open Space Plan was last updated in 2012
➤ The Open Space Committee is currently working on the 

next update

An Open Space Plan is the expression of a town’s vision for 
the future of its open spaces and helps guide future decision-
making about environmental resources



COMMUNITY VISIONCOMMUNITY INPUT Betty’s Neck &
Assawompset Pond



➤ A paramount goal of every Open Space Plan is to accurately 
represent the perspectives of the community

➤ Surveys are an effective method for assessing community 
perspectives because:

➤ Any resident can easily participate
➤ The sample is large, so it is not overly-influenced by the 

opinions of a few people
➤ Questions can be asked in a non-biasing way, lending 

confidence to results

COMMUNITY INPUT



OPEN SPACE SURVEY Fire Station, Town Hall
& Assawompset Pond



OPEN SPACE SURVEY

➤ Leaflets announcing the survey were mailed with tax 
documents in July, along with directions to participate

➤ The survey was available for two months (closed on September 
1)

➤ There were 802 valid responses from 700 households
➤ 98% of survey responses were submitted online via 

SurveyMonkey.com
➤ 2% of survey responses were submitted on paper at the 

Town Library, Senior Center, or Town Hall
➤ $100 was donated for use as a randomized prize giveaway -

winner to be announced at the end of this presentation



SURVEY RESULTS Tamarack Park &
Assawompset Pond



SURVEY RESULTS

➤ How many people live in your household at each age group?

➤ 0-14
➤ 15-24
➤ 25-34
➤ 35-44
➤ 45-54
➤ 65+



SURVEY RESULTS

➤ How many people live in your household at each age group?

N =  2425.5



SURVEY RESULTS

➤ How representative was the survey sample of the town population in 
terms of age?

N =  2425.5



SURVEY RESULTS

➤ Which of the following Lakeville open space properties have 
you heard of before?
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SURVEY RESULTS

➤ In a typical year, how frequently would you or members of 
your household visit (spend more than ten minutes at) the 
following open space properties of Lakeville?



SURVEY RESULTS

➤ In a typical year, how frequently would you or members of 
your household visit (spend more than ten minutes at) the 
following open space properties of Lakeville?
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SURVEY RESULTS

➤ Below are listed several potential reasons for protecting open 
spaces in Lakeville. Please indicate how much you do or do 
not personally care about each reason.
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Not At All A Little A Moderate Amount A Lot
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SURVEY RESULTS

➤ Below are listed several potential reasons for protecting open 
spaces in Lakeville. Please indicate how much you do or do 
not personally care about each reason.

Not At All A Little A Moderate Amount A Lot

n = 802

97%
of respondents had 
at least one reason 

that matters 
“a lot”



SURVEY RESULTS

➤ The Community Preservation Act (CPA) is a state law that allows local 
communities to create a dedicated fund to protect open spaces, recreation 
areas, and historic resources, and to provide affordable housing on the 
Town's terms (instead of via Chapter 40B).

The CPA requires an increase to local real estate taxes (estimated $39/year for 
average household), but receives matching funds from the State. If passed, an 
independent Community Preservation Committee would make project 
recommendations, and all spending must be approved at Town Meeting.
For example, CPA funds could be used to purchase a piece of land in town 
and convert it to a park, rather than see it sold to a developer for industrial 
use or high density housing.
Hypothetically, would you support or oppose the adoption of the Community 
Preservation Act in Lakeville?
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➤ The Community Preservation Act (CPA) is a state law that allows local 
communities to create a dedicated fund to protect open spaces, recreation 
areas, and historic resources, and to provide affordable housing on the 
Town's terms (instead of via Chapter 40B).

The CPA requires an increase to local real estate taxes (estimated $39/year for 
average household), but receives matching funds from the State. If passed, an 
independent Community Preservation Committee would make project 
recommendations, and all spending must be approved at Town Meeting.
For example, CPA funds could be used to purchase a piece of land in town 
and convert it to a park, rather than see it sold to a developer for industrial 
use or high density housing.
Hypothetically, would you support or oppose the adoption of the Community 
Preservation Act in Lakeville?

n = 802

8%

80%

12%



SURVEY RESULTS

➤ If the CPA is passed in Lakeville, which uses of funds would 
you support?
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➤ If the CPA is passed in Lakeville, which uses of funds would 
you support?

n = 802



SURVEY RESULTS

➤ The Lakeville Hospital is scheduled to be demolished and 
developed into a commercial distribution center. What is 
your opinion about this development?
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➤ The Lakeville Hospital is scheduled to be demolished and 
developed into a commercial distribution center. What is 
your opinion about this development?

n = 802

53% 34%

13%



SURVEY RESULTS

➤ Please select which recreation activities below you or 
someone in your household does or would like to engage in.



SURVEY RESULTS

➤ Please select which recreation activities below you or 
someone in your household does or would like to engage in.

n = 700



SURVEY RESULTS

➤ For all the activities you selected in the previous question, 
please indicate how satisfied or dissatisfied you are by 
Lakeville's current opportunities to engage in those activities.



SURVEY RESULTS

➤ For all the activities you selected in the previous question, 
please indicate how satisfied or dissatisfied you are by 
Lakeville's current opportunities to engage in those activities.

Neutral Very
Satisfied

Somewhat
Satisfied

Very
Dissatisfied

Somewhat
Dissatisfied

n = 802



SURVEY RESULTS

➤ Are the activities that are most interesting to the town also the 
activities that are most satisfying?

n = 700n = 700

High Satisfaction
Low Interest

High Satisfaction
High Interest

Low Satisfaction
High Interest

Low Satisfaction
Low Interest
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➤ Are the activities that are most interesting to the town also the 
activities that are most satisfying?

n = 700n = 700

High Satisfaction
Low Interest

High Satisfaction
High Interest

Low Satisfaction
High Interest

Low Satisfaction
Low Interest

Activities that would return
highest benefit for improvement



PRIZE GIVEAWAYPRIZE GIVEAWAY Long Pond 
Conservation Area
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➤ One participant will win a $100 Amazon gift card
➤ This participant has been chosen at random via random 

number generator (random.org)
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PRIZE GIVEAWAYPRIZE GIVEAWAY

➤ One participant will win a $100 Amazon gift card
➤ This participant has been chosen at random via random 

number generator (random.org)
➤ Winner will receive mail informing them of their prize some 

time in October



QUESTIONS?
email the Open Space Committee at

LakevilleOpenSpace@gmail.com


