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the path used by King Philip during his escape across the Taunton River from
armies of European settlers during the King Philip Wars in tha 1600s. Taday,
Paace Haven is largely wooded and offers rich habitat to a variety of wildlife.

Fall River is the urban core af the faur-town regicn, a prime example of a
historical mill city that has evolved into a community of great cultural diversity.
The majestic 100-foot falls of the Quequechan River that are now obliterated
once inspired the city's name, as its rushing waters powered many farmer textile
mills sited alang ite banks. The daylighting of this badly disrespacted river is a
ragional restoration goal.

The Southeastern Massachusatts Bio-reserve in Fall Rivar and Freatown
includes over 14000 acras of undisturbed forestland that offer superb
opportunities for hunting and hiking. It includes the Freetown/Fall River Slate
Forest and a significant amount of the city's watarshad land, In addition to the
Copicut Woods property of the Trustees of Reservations. The Bio-resarve
borders Fall River's two sources of dinking water supply, the Narth Watuppa
Fond and Copicut Resgnair.

... and our links to others,

Amongst ROSA’s broader goals is to acquire, protect, ar preserve, for
eonsenation purposes, parcels of land that would link the Bio-reserve to the
Assonet Gedar Swamp (and other lands in Lakeville), and extend the Copicut
Greanway (that presently rung from the Taunton River through the Bio-reserve)
eastward, all the way to the Plymouth-Carver-Wareham area.

Thiz iz not a new concept, but ene that has been building in momentum since
1998, In 1999, The Greater Fall Rivier Land Gonservancy (8 privata, non-profit
afganization founded to praserve and protect the natural heritage of Fall River
and surrounding sreas for the benefit and enjoyment of the public) proposed the
idea of a major greenbelt, extending from East Fall River, along south coastal
Massachuselts, to the Myles Standish State Forest in Carver and Plymouth. The
Bio-reserve and the state forest are the anchor propeilies in this concept, which
would ultimately involve thiteen cammunities.

This “supet regional” concept was revived in a study conducted by the Harvard
Uriversity Graduate Schoal of Design in 2000 [Creating a Rural Resourcs
Reserve: Consenving the Graen Heart of Svullieastern Massachuselts) The
“Crean Heart" study, a8 it came to be known, offered soma ideas which have
bean embraced in the ROSA work. From the Executive Summary of the “Graen
Heart™ study comeas the following:
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INTRODUCTION
Flanning Procezs and Participation

The Regional Cpan Space Aliance (ROSA) Regional Open Space Flan
supplemant was developed by a committes comprised of appainted municipal
representatives working with the regional planning agency (SRPEDD), with
technical assistance fram several local, regional, and global enviranmeantal
organizations. ROSA Commithes meelings were hald monthly at either the
Lakeville Public Library or at the SRPEDD offices in Tauntan. All meetings were
held between April of 2007 and June of 2008, Additional special meetingsfield
trips ware hell as requested in order to view pariicular areas and
landscapasiwaterscapes or to discuss special topics related 1o the open space
plan.

Initial work centered on reviewing the most recent municipal Conservation,
Recreation, and Open Space Plans for the four communities (Berkley, Fall Rivar,
Frestown. and Lakeville) io sesk any regionally oriented actions previously
recommended or undertaken. Fall River's plan is currently state-certified unti
2004 {through the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs’ Division
of Conservation Services). Berkley has just completed a final draft of an update
ta their previcus plan, and Freetown has almast completad a final drafi of their
initial plan, Lakeville has begun an update of their previous plan, Regionally
arianted itame were then extracted from the municipal plans and planning
processes and reviewed by ROSA’ s municipal representatives for accuracy,
relevance, and to see if particular tems had been or were s¢heduled to be
addressed. ROSA Committee members used this information in canjunction
with new ideas and initiatives o create a new regicnal open space action plan for
the four communities.

Each of the initial monthly meetings was organized around a fopic or topics
relevant to the format of a traditional Open Space Plan {par the Divisian of
Cansenvation Service's Open Space Planner's Handbogk, rev. 2001, 2008).
Cammities members were responsible for both informing and gathering relevant
infarmation fram the appropriate parties within their respective municipalities.
SRPEDD conductedifacilitated the monthly meetings, recarded tha sessions in
writing (including working versions of documents and mags), provided access (o
G5 data and mape, and provided direct kechnical assistance to the municipalities
betwesn monthly ROSA Commillee meetings.

The planning process also provided the ROSA Committee members access to
federal. state, and local organizations and individuals 1o offer suggestions and
guidance. Some of these individuals attended the regular manthly working
meatings throughout the process in ardar to provide input and explain the
relevance of their work in the ROSA area.
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All of the above-mentionad activities were part of a *planning with” irather than
“planning at") approach used by SEPEDD. This approach allowad the
Commitiee o build a plan fiem the ground up, with local references, initiatives,
and points of identification for mutual support and buy-in. The result of the
ROSA process was a Committes genarated plan, the desire to implement the:
recomimendations of the plan, and the desire to continue working togethar as par
of a permanent Regional Open Space Commitlee.

How the Regional Open Space Plan Fits in with the Municipal
Conservation, Recreation and Open Space Flan.....

The goal of the Regional Cpen Space Plan is to compliment the actions
prescribed in the local Consarvation, Open Space, and Recreation Plan and fo
encourage the four communities o work coaperatively in identifying regional
izsues and implementing regional planning intiatives. This approach makes
sense in that many of the local open space action items involve linear featunes
such as trails or greenways that fallow river or stream corridors that cross
minicipal houndaries. Thig is alsc often true of potential land purchases as well,
where deaded bounds may cross municipal lines.

Ag there is no precedent for a formal regional plan of this nature within the
Taunton River Watershad, it provides a unique opportunity of being able to guide
us in the craation of a collective vision for the future, The various actions set
forih in this regional plan may or may not becoma reality, but the first steps in
developing a means, format, and a regional will to plan for the future have basan
“out an the table® by your ROSA Committee.

In Berkley, Fall River, Freetown, and Lakeville. the regional plan will be included
in the lacal Conservation, Recreation, and Opean Space Plan as an appendix,
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SECTION I
Creating a Regional Vision

Frior to thair invelvement in the Regional Open Space Allance, Berkley, Fall
Fiver, Freetown, and Lakeville had worked together, both Tormally and infarmally,
and in varous configurations, an a number of regional issues, including:

+  Regional support for tederal designation of the Taunton River as Wild
and Scenic,

»  The creation of the Bio-resanve,

« The Harvard *Conzerving the Green Heart of Southeastem
Massachusatts: study;

»  The Taunten River Watershead Action Plan;

+  The Taunten Heritage Biver Program,

«  Drinking water supply studiesfissues in the City of Fall Biver, and the
Towns of Freetoem and Lakeville:

+ Riverwayz Frogram Stream Team aszessments;

s Bave the Hay Matural Resaurces Assassmeants;

+ The Taunton River Stewardship Councilild and Scenic Biver Study
Committes;

+  The Assawompst Ponds Watershed Managemeant Plan

The development of a list of regional goals and objectives is representative of a
shared regional vision, While past Community Action Statements, Open Space
Plans, and ather local planning and consarvation documents have contained
alemenis of regicnal planning, the ROSA plan is something different. This plan,
by virtue of its process, has been constructed as a true regional open space-
planning docurment with preseribed regional actions,

SECTION Il
REGIONAL FOCUS AREAS

A Regional Focus Summary

The "Regional Focus Areas Map” was developed by the ROSA delegates with
tachnizal assistance from SEPEDD, and with data from numerous local, state.
and federal sources. The Massachusetts Audubon Society. Green Futures, the
Greater Fall River Land Consarvancy, and The Wildlands Trust of Southeastern
Massachusetts alzo contributed to the final map. ROSA membears worked
individually and collectively to develop a diaft map over a pencd of two
scheduled working meetings. After careful consideration and discussion of the
178
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SECTION lI
Creating a Regional Vision

Frior to thair involvament in the Begional Open Space Allance, Berkley, Fall
Fiver, Freetown, and Lakeville had worked together, bath Tormally and infarmally,
and in various configurations, an a number of regional issues, including:

+  Regional suppart for federal designation of the Taunton River as Wild
and Scenic,

»  The creation of the Bio-rasamnve,

¢« The Harvard *Conzerving the Green Haart of Southeastemn
Massachusatts: study;

»  The Taunten Rivar Watershad Action Plan;

+ The Taunton Heritage Eiver Program;

«  Drinking water supply studiesfizsues in the City of Fall River, and the
Towens of Freetown and Lakeville:

+ Riverways Frogram Stream Team aszessments;

s EBava the Bay Matural Resources Assassmeants;

« The Taunton River Stewardship CouncilWild and Scenic Biver Study
Committes;

+ The Assawormnpset Ponds Watershed Management Plan

The develapment of a list of regional goals and objectives is representative of a
shared regional vision. While past Community Action Statements, Qpen Space
Plans, and ather local planning and conservation documents have contained
alemenis of regional planning, tha RCOSA plan is something different. This plan,
by virtue of its process, has been constructed as a true regional Gpen Space-
planning document with preseribed regional actions.

SECTION I
REGIONAL FOCUS AREAS

A Regional Focus Summary

The "Regional Focus Areas Map” was developed by the ROSA delegates with
tachnical assistance from SEPEDD, and with data from numerous local, state.
and federal sources. The Massachusetts Audubon Society. Green Futures, the
Greater Fall River Land Consarvancy, and The Wildlands Trust of Southeastern
Massachusetts also contributed to the final map. ROSA members warked
individually and collectively to develop & draft map over a pancd af two
scheduled working meetings. After careful consideration and discussion of the
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mapped areas and their respective altrioutes, a final version of the map was
produced in a GIS fermat by SRPELD.

The impaitance of mapping these regional focus areas is net only to highlight the
unigue environmeants, landscapes, and ecological attributes the ROSA area, but
also to illustrate the commen concerns aver the retention, integrity, and function
of qur shared natural and cultural resources, These types of maps can also
provide an entry point from which to develop cooperative consarsation planning
strategies.

B. Regional Focus Map Areas

The *Regicnal Focus Aress Map® is organized by colar code and according to
shared interests in regionally significant cultural, historic. archagological, and
scological landscapes and resources. Each focus area on the map may contain
potential sites for acquisition, presenvation, special designation, further study,

ok T Eais fes st em bl ey gdemi bEpare pen e
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The following is a listing of the four principal focus areas and some aof the
impaortant features contained within each one:

a.) Blue — Taunton River Greenway Focus Area, inefuding:
launtocn River Graanway

Village Historic Area

Waler Resources Protection Area

Agricultural landscapes

Peace Haven

Town Sommon
Azzonet Meck

v F Tl

Cueguachnan Greenway
Mount Hope Bay Coastal Carridar
0.Poquaseld Cedar Swamp (connaction into Rl

R S Ul S

b} Orange — Assawompset Ponds Complex Focus Area, including:
1. Assawompse! Ponds Areg
2. Mamasket River
3. Rocky Waoads

c.} Brown - Blo-reserve Regional Focus Area, ncluding.
Farge Pond Area

. Assonet Cadar Swamp

Bio-reserve

. Rocky Woods
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8. Fall Broak inte Long Pond
&, MNarth and South Watuppa
£ Upper YWestport River Watershed

.} Green - Assonet River Greenway Focus Area, including:
1. Assonet River Comdor
2. Assonet Bay
3. Fall Brook into Leng Pond
4. Joshua's Mountain

SECTIONIY
Some of the Special Places within Our Focus Areas

A ook at our neighborhood

Many special places in Berkley. Fall River, Frestown and Lakeville exemplify the
ouistanding regional resource values that this plan seeks 1o prateet and

preserve. A few of those special places are described below.

The Assawoempset Pond Complex, shared by Freetown, Lakeville,
Middleborough, and Rochester is the largest natural freshwater complex in
Massachuselts, providing watar supply for six communities.  Assawornpeet Pond
is the source af the Namaskat River, the largest alewife run in the
Commonwealth, Since the 18990s the Ponds have been home to nesting eagles
and are also designated as an linportant Birding Area of Massachusetts by the
Maseachusetts Auduben Sccisty.

Rocky Woaods in Freetown and Lakeville exemplifies an undisturped cuitural
landscape believad to have been impartant to human communities as long as

12 000 years ago. The steep ledges of Rocky YWoods make this bedrock
antcrepping one of the largest in the entire Taunton River Basin, and provides an
unusually large. unique floristic habitat. Unusual fern and wildflower species as
well as a particularly diverse forest canopy charactarized this area.

The Assonet Cedar Swamp contains cne of the largest and highast quality
Coastal Atlantic White Cedar Swamps in Massachuselts. It haibors several
state-listed spacies and with limited accessibility provides a refune to wildlife from
human disturbance. Tha Swamp is the headwaters of tha Aszonet River. |t is
part of a 40.000-acra area that includes the Southeasiern Massachusells Bio-
reserve in Fall River and Freetown (see below) designated by the Massachuselts
Matural Heritage Program (MHESF) as “Bio-Map Core Habitat,” defined as arcas
having the best potential of any in the state to support viable populations of
threatenasd and andangered species,
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Aszzonet Village in Freetown is
rich with histoncal sites such as
an iran forge and colonial-ara
huildings. The Yillage has been |
listad in the National Register of
Historic Flaces, and is focused
around the Assonet Four
Corners area [which includes
properties on the major roads
radiating from it along Morth
Main, Mill, Elm, South Main,
and Water Streeis). This well-
preserved village, one of two
centers in Freetown, was the site of the shipbuilding, milling and manufacturing
industries. Il is also significant aa the religious, commercial and civic center of
the community. The location, at the furthest navigable peint of the Assonet
Rivar, gave the area access to coastal shipping and commercial opportunitios
that allowed the community ta flourish.

The Town of Berkiey includas a number of farms aiong the Tauntan River.
Some of the richast alluvial soils in the Commonwealth are found in vaifrant
lands along the Taunton, so fertile that they drevw early hurnan inhabitants to
settle along the river.

The avalution of the Bridge Village District in Barkley is directly connected to
the town's shipping and shipbuilding industrizs. Berkley shipyards repartedly
producad about 100 vessels in the 70-year period fram 1780 o the 1860's,
including large sehooners, sloops, and brigs ranging from 35 to 500 tons in
weight. By the turn of the 187113 century. large armounts of brick and iron
products {nails. castiron. holloweware, hardware, tocls, etc.) manufactured in
Tauntan, Middlebora, and ihe Bridgewater area were being transported by ship
from Berkiey, down the Taunton River.

The free-flowing Taunton River provides outstanding cpportunities for canosing
and kayaking in wilderness-like setlings. Its gentle gradient and natural flow
regime allows tidal influsnces to extend well beyond the reach of salt water,
creating globally rare freshwater tidal rmarshes that provide imeplacesble habitat
for birde. The shoreline also serves as a greemvay corridor for wildlife migration.
The river provides nurseries for winter flounder and tauiog as well as shelifish
heds. The Taunton River estuary is designated Essential Fish Habitat by the
National Marine Fisheries Service for 14 species of fish and shelifish. Sailing
and motarized boating are popular in the lowear Taunton.

gtown is considered one of the richest archeolagical sites in

southeastern Massachusetts, and is the site of 17,000 years of selilement by the
Nalive Peoples fending with the Pocassets in the Colonial era). It alzo includes
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the path used by King Philip during his ezcape across the Taunton River from
armies of Eurgpean setilers during the King Philip Wars in the 1600s. Taday,
Paace Haven is largely wooded and offers rich habitat to a variety of wildlife.

Fall River is the urban core of the fourtown region, a prime example of a
historical mill city that has evolved into a community of great cultural diversity.
The majestic 100-feot falls of tha Quequechan River that are now obliterated
once inspired the city's name, as its rushing waters powerad many former textile
mills sited along ite banks. The daylighting of this badly disrespacted river is a
ragional rastoration goal.

The Southeastern Massachusatts Bio-raserve in Fall River and Freetown
includes over 14 000 acres of undisturbed forestland that offer superh
opportunities for hunting and hiking. It includes the Freetown/Fall River Slate
Forest and a significant amaount of the city's watershad land, In addition to the
Copicut Woodz property of the Trustees of Reservations. The Bio-resenve
borders Fall River's two sources of drinking water supply, the Narth Watuppa
Fond and Copicut Reseneoir.

... and aur links to ofhers,

Amongst ROSA’s broader goals is to acquire, protect, or preserve, for
conservation purposes, parcels of land that would link the Bio-reserve {0 the
Assonet Cedar Swamp (and other lands in Lakeville), and extend ihe Copicut
Greamyay (that presently runs from the Taunten River thraugh the Bio-reserve)
gastward, all the way to the Piymouth-Carver-Wareham area.

Thiz is not a new concept, but ene that has been building in mementum since
1908, Iy 1999, The Greater Fall River Land Gonservancy (a private, non-profit
arganization founded to preserve and protect the natural heritage of Fall River
and surrc:undlng areas for the benefit and enjoyment of the public) proposad the
idea of a major greenhelt, extending from East Fall River, along south coastal
Massachuselts, to the Myles Standish State Forest in Carver and Plymouth. The
Bio-reserve and the state forest are the anchor propeilies in this concept, which
would ultimately involve thiteen communities.

This “super regional” concept was revived in a study conducted by the Harvard
Uriversity Graduate Schoal of Design in 2000 [Creating a Rural Resourcs
Resenre Ii"c:lﬂ*:?r-min-:; the Gresn Heart of Seutheasten Maszachuselts] The

"Grean Heart" study. as it cama to be known, offerad soma ideas which havea

bean embraced in the ROSA work. From the Executive Summary of the *Green
Heart” study comes the following:
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“Without cooperaiion, e region Roundors ona imeartant
resalces e aguahdered and last, The answer o (his sifuoticn
lizz in thinking beyvond fown boundarics and fecogiizing _J
regional Hes, [ogethar, fawns con work toward @ shigrea vision
an o recicono) ool o vision compose o of shiong disting fawns
and ciiies, profected waler rescurces, wordng and noturo
landscapes and Biciagioal diversiby

"Ereen Hoort”

The new Brightrnan Street Bridge would also link this greenbelt to areas to the
weast., This will most likaly occur through a series af proposed (Fall River,
Somerset, and Warren, Rl and recently constructed or established [(Swansea,
East Bay Trail in Barrington and Bristol, RI) multi-madal trails. A new regional
bicycling study group has been mesting at U-Mass Dartmouth. This group is
breathing new life into old regional plans (some of which have bean in the works
for over kwenly years), and could be a valusble partner in achisving this regional
connechons goal.

SECTION ¥
REGIONAL SETTING

A Feqgional Context

The Regional Open Space Allance (ROSA] undertaking encompassas the City
of Fall River and the Towns of Barkley, Freetown and Lakeville with a total land
area of one hundred fourteen square miles {114 sq miles). The Taunton River
borders Berkley, Freetown and Fall River to the west, Tauntan and Raynham
barder Berkley and Lakeville to the nath, Middlebaro and Rochester bordar

1 1 11 |
| akaville and Frestown to the east, and Acushnet, New Bedford, Dartrmouth and

Weetport border Frestown and Fall River to the south,

Fall River comprises the urban core of the regional aspect, while Berkley,
Frastown and Lakeville are raral in nature. Each of the communities has
cantinuad to retain their own specific charm and unigueness, All of the
communities combined are rich in historic, cultural, natural and biclagical
resaurces. Early settlements in this area date back approximately 12,000 years
ago. Sattlers would have found this area rich in flora and fauna due to its
connection to the river systermn and the natural resources available,
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Shipbuilding, mills, foundries. iron-production, agriculture and forastry were the
main sources of revenue during the colonial area. Frestown and Fall River were
ahle to take the lead in industry due to harnessing power from Fall Brook,
Azzonet River and the Queguechan River.

There are numerous lakes/resenvcirs within the regicnal area of interest,
including Narth Wattuppa Reservair {1.750 acres}, South Wattuppa Pand (1,650
acres] and Copicut Resarvair in Fall River, Assawampset Pand (2,404 acres),
Great Quittacas Pend {1,185 acrez), Little Quittacas Pand (285 acres), Pocksha
Pand (230 acres), Elders Pond (145 acres) in Lakeville, Long Pond {1,721 acres]
in Lakeville and Freetown. Nearly all serve as a public water supply with the
exception of South Wattuppa Pond. which is strictly recreational,

BE. Reqional Population Characteristics

According to the US Cansus data the communities within the ROSA area had
uneven population growth rates fram 1950 to 2000. While the city of Fall River
and the town of Freatown experienced some out migration. The population of
Berkely and Lakeville increase drastically of (35% and 26.2% respectfully}. The
astimated 2006 populaticn indicated a potential increase in all the communities
except Fall River, {which has continued to lose population). The Table below
shows the trend in growth between 1890 and 2006.

Table 5.1 - Reglonal Population

Population | 1990 2000 | Y% Change | 2006*
Berkles 4237 5,749 35, 7% 3,391
Fall River | 92,703 91,938 -0L8% 91,474 |
Freclown 8,322 3472 | -D.6% 8,903
Lakeville 7. TES 9,821 26,2% 10,64 1
Total 113,247 115980 2.4% 117,464

= % Census estinutedd poowlalicn

. Regional Land Use and Development Patterns

Thera are two major factors in the pattern of develapment within the study area;
proximity to walerways and proximity to major highways. The historizal. pre-
zoning developmant in Fall River ceincided with the growth of water dependent
industry and manufacturing. Growth of this type creates dense urban centers
surrounded by mare rural, chiefly agricuiture in nature, The later, development of
a major highway can increase rural pepulation by incraasing the "sprawl” effects
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on surrounding rural areas. This trend is usually driven by the perception of
higher gualily of life.

According to the Massachusetts Geographic Infarmation System {Massils)
1899-land use database overwhelmingly most of the land use is considered
forastry by fifty-six pereent (56.0%) and the |zast reprasented are spactator
recreation {0.0%), water-based recreation (0.02%) and multi-family residential
(0.3%:]. Mot surprising agriculture is primarily predominating land use in the
Towns of Freetown, Lakeville and Berkley, whereas the City of Fall River is
predominately multi-family, high and mediurm densily residential. commearncial and
industrial type useas.

‘Tuble 5.2- Regionwd Land Use Surunary

Labal Aores Percent Land Ues Gode

g iy buine 2831 24 3.82% 1,2
Farast 4535126 25, 85% 3
Wiatla 206307 2554 4.4
D pen Space aE18.43 g.81% 4,7 881721
Residential 1701762 124 B84% 017,12, 13]
Coxvinearcial 280, A6 1.22%] 15
Ind.stial ) 208212 2.55%; 5161
Transocrt 1470.81 1820 13
Wlaler aZ7d.18 0.5 1% 20
Total 8100660 100,.00%
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